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“Among the most important powers and duties 
granted by the [State] legislature to a town 
government is the authority and responsibility to 
undertake town comprehensive planning.” 
  
Section 27s-a(1)(b) New York State Town Law 

Chapter 1 - Introduction 
 
As state law makes clear, a comprehensive plan is a powerful document.  In a court of 
law, an up-to-date comprehensive plan gives validity to local land use decisions.  In a 
town with a comprehensive plan, other governmental agencies must consider the 
impact of capital projects on the adopted plan.  By preparing a comprehensive plan, a 
community lays out its shared vision and builds consensus for projects and policies.  A 
comprehensive plan can be used to protect 
resources and guide development. 
 
This plan updates the 1983 Colesville 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  The updated 
plan was drafted by a special board 
assembled by the Town Board who worked 
in close cooperation with the Broome County 
Department of Planning.  In preparing this 
plan, the Town of Colesville Comprehensive Plan Committee assembled historic and 
current community information, including data on population, age, household size and 
type, income, occupation, industry, housing condition, transportation infrastructure, 
utilities, public facilities, environmental resources, land use, agriculture and existing 
ordinances. 
 
To gather public input, the Comprehensive Plan Committee conducted a survey of 
residents and held a series of work sessions and public meetings.  In September 2014, 
the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Committee prepared and mailed a 10-question 
survey.  Using records from the Broome County Office of Real Property, 1,474 surveys 
were delivered to property owners, and 284 were completed and returned.  The 
Comprehensive Plan Committee also conducted a series of open meetings to discuss 
elements of the Comprehensive Plan.  At a public hearing on January 12, 2015, the staff 
of the Broome County Planning Department conducted a Strengths-Weaknesses-
Opportunities-Threats (SWOT) exercise with the numerous Town residents in 
attendance.  Through this SWOT analysis, residents listed the assets that the community 
can draw on, the shortcomings or deficits that must be overcome, the opportunities 
that should be seized upon, and the dangers that face the Town of Colesville.   
 
This extensive work resulted in the recommendations found in the concluding chapter 
of this plan.  
 
This comprehensive plan will ultimately be judged by how successfully it is 
implemented.  The recommendations were the result of a great deal of work, input, and 
analysis, and they should now be put into action.  Implementation will only be 
successful if the plan is dynamic.  The plan should be reviewed periodically to ensure 
that it remains relevant to the challenges faced by the Town of Colesville. 
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Chapter 2 – Setting and History 
 
Colesville is a rural town in eastern Broome 
County.  The town has no incorporated villages, 
but there are twelve named hamlets: Tunnel, 
New Ohio, Sanitaria Springs, North Colesville, 
West Colesville, Belden, Ninevah, Harpursville, 
Center Village, Ouaquaga, Doraville and Vallonia 
Springs.   
 
The town is traversed east to west by Interstate 
88, which connects Binghamton to Albany.  
Three exits on I-88 (4, 5 and 6), have nodes of 
commercial development.  The other key 
corridors are NYS Route 79 which runs from the 
Pennsylvania border north and west to Ithaca in 
Tompkins County and NYS Route 7 which runs 
roughly parallel to I-88. 
 
Nathaniel Cole, Sr., the town’s namesake, was 
born in 1747 in Connecticut, a descendent of a 
Mayflower settler.  He served 8 years in the 
Continental Army during America’s revolution.  
In 1783, with the war over and the army 
disbanded, he returned to his family in rural 
Connecticut.   

In the late 1790’s, Nathaniel Cole, along with his 
wife and 6 children, along with his brother 
Sylvanus and his family, and some Connecticut 
neighbors headed to the wilderness and Indian 
lands of central New York.    They were drawn, 
in part, by the promise of low taxes. 

In 1795, the group from New England settled in 
North-Central Broome County, 12 miles east-
northeast of Chenango Point, later to become 
the City of Binghamton.  On the hilltop "where 
the sun shines in every direction", Nathaniel 
Cole, Sr. stopped his caravan of migrant New 
Englanders and said, "This is home".  This was to be originally called, ‘The Cambridge 
Settlement’ and was on land identified as the Abijah Hammond Patent.  
With a handshake and a "grantee-grantor" contract, the land was Cole’s to apportion 
among the families of Nathaniel and Sylvanus Cole.  

The Battle of the Tunnel 
 
In the late 1800’s, control of the rail line 
between Albany and Binghamton was a political 
and legal war between competing rail road 
companies.  The  feud between Jay Gould and 
Jim Fisk of the Erie Railroad and Joseph Ramsey 
of the Albany & Susquehanna line boiled over 
into a physical confrontation in the hamlet of 
Tunnel. 
 
On August 10, 1869, the competing railroads 
each sent trains along the same track, one from 
Albany and the other from Binghamton.  They 
met at the tunnel in Tunnel, NY.  The trains 
collided head on which left the Albany engine 
smoking at the side of the roadbed.  The Erie 
train from Binghamton stayed on the rails, but 
lost its headlight and its cowcatcher was 
damaged.   
 
Men on both trains were armed with clubs, 
shovels and axes to defend the interests of their 
employers.  They clashed, but there were no 
casualties.  There was, however, plenty of 
shouting and rock throwing.  The Erie men, 
despite a having a two to one advantage over 
the gang from Albany & Susquehanna yielded 
and fell back.  The Governor called in the state 
militia to stop the fighting. 
 
Ultimately, Joseph Ramsey’s Albany & 
Susquehanna line won the war in court.  The 
line became part of the Delaware and Hudson 
railroad.  It was finally completely merged with 
the Canadian Pacific in 2010. 
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They were soon joined by other Connecticut emigrants: Titus Humaston, his wife and 13 
children, Job Wilmont, Jed Merchant, Bateman Dickinson, David Crofut, John Ruggles, 
and Isaac Tyrell, and their extended families.  
 
 By 1800, Nathaniel Cole's original house was expanded to become the first tavern in the 
area.  It served as a stop on the Chenango Point to Albany frontier route, as well as a 
meeting hall and social center for the growing number of local families.  
 
In order to "maintain a prepared militia", Cole's Tavern and its adjacent parade ground 
became the site of military drills and instruction.  Local men of service age were under 
the command of visiting officers who were housed and fed in the tavern.  A nearby 
racetrack provided entertainment for visitors and residents.   
 
Cole’s Tavern was impressive.  It had two front entrances and two large chimneys at 
either side housed large interior fireplaces.  Ground level access was into a large entry 
hall that featured fine carpentry.   There was a bar and a sitting parlor on the first floor.   
A broad staircase led up to the ballroom on the second floor.  The ballroom spanned the 
full front of the building and featured a raised bandstand.  Wax mannequins of 
celebrities graced the ballroom.  Two stories, painted red with hipped roofs and 5 large 
windows across the upper front and each side of the clapboard structure, the tavern 
stood out in the settlement at its highest crest.   
 
In 1806, Nathaniel Cole, Sr. was granted approval to establish a post office, and serve as 
the first postmaster.  The ‘Cambridge Settlement’ officially became Colesville.  Under 
requirements of the Land Ordinance Act, one "square" of a 6x6 mile "township" was to 
be set aside for education.  A schoolhouse was built across Farm to Market Road, 
opposite the tavern.  Soon a Presbyterian Church joined the group of buildings around 
the tavern.   
 
In 1821, the citizens petitioned Broome County to be recognized as a town.  The County 
approved the application, and the town of Colesville was established.  The first official 
town meeting was held in Cole's Tavern in 1822, John Warren Harpur, son of prominent 
citizen, Robert Harpur, was elected Supervisor.  Nathaniel Cole, Jr. was chosen for 
overseer of the poor.   
 
In 1832, Nathaniel Cole, Sr. died.  Jesse 
Wilmont, one of the original 1795 settlers, 
deeded land for a cemetery "for the inhabitants 
from the Cambridge Settlement" from his 
apportioned land.  The beautiful rural cemetery 
atop what has become Coles Hill is the final 
resting place for Nathaniel Cole, Sr. and the 
early settlers.  
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Nineveh Free Library 
 
The Nineveh Free Library is more than a century old, having been established in 
September of 1901.  They joined the statewide library system in 1960.  After being 
housed in a series of private homes, the library moved to its current building in 1972.  
The construction of the current library was made possible by a generous donation from 
the late Emma Brown.  It was dedicated on June 18, 1972 in memory of Elma Blackmore, 
a long-time friend of Ms. Brown.    
 
Known today as the 
Nineveh Public Library of 
the Town of Colesville, the 
building is 1,056 square 
feet and houses a 
collection of 15,000 items.  
This includes adult and 
children’s fiction and non-
fiction, cd’s ad audio books 
and a small collection of 
DVDs.  The library has four 
computers available for 
public use.  These are 
equipped for internet 
access and searching the Four County Library system.  They have a summer children’s 
program. 
 
There are approximately 2,300 card holders of the Nineveh Free Library.  The library is a 
non-profit which receives financial support from Broome County, the Town of Colesville, 
and from grants secured by library staff. 
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Place of Work 
 
Not surprisingly, nearly 3/4 of all Colesville residents (73.2%) work outside of the town, 
which is substantially higher than the countywide figure of 2/3 (65.8%).  A larger percent 
also work outside of the county (12.6% compared to 9.1% countywide).   These figures 
are shown in the table below: 

Broome 
County  Colesville 

Place of Work ‐ 2013  Percent  Percent 

Worked in state of residence  98.5%  98.8%

Worked in county of residence  89.5%  86.2%

Worked outside county of residence  9.1%  12.6%

Worked outside state of residence  1.5%  1.2%

Worked in city or town1 of residence  34.2%  26.8%

Worked outside city or town1 of residence  65.8%  73.2%

Source: US Census ‐ American Community Survey 
1Minor Civil Division 

 
Travel Time to Work 
 
Residents of Colesville have  longer commute times than do residents of the remainder 
of  the  county.    Average  (mean)  travel  time  is  over  24 minutes  for  town  residents, 
compared to less than 19 minutes countywide.  This is as a result of the rural nature of 
Colesville,  and  the  higher  percentage  of  residents  traveling  outside  of  the  town  for 
work.  Those figures are shown on table below. 

Broome County  Colesville 
Travel Time to Work ‐ 2013  Percent  Percent 

  Less than 10 minutes  18.6% 13.6% 

  10 to 14 minutes  23.5% 9.4% 

  15 to 19 minutes  20.6% 7.3% 

  20 to 24 minutes  16.8% 18.5% 

  25 to 29 minutes  5.1% 18.7% 

  30 to 34 minutes  6.8% 19.9% 

  35 to 44 minutes  2.1% 3.5% 

  45 to 59 minutes  2.4% 6.1% 

  60 or more minutes  4.1% 3.0% 

  Mean travel time  to work (minutes)  18.7                    24.1 

Source: US Census ‐ American Community Survey 
 











http://www.ecode360.com/15527245#15527245
http://www.ecode360.com/15527247#15527247
http://www.ecode360.com/15527248#15527248
http://www.ecode360.com/15527250#15527250
http://www.dos.ny.gov/cnsl/lu05.htm


























http://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=IR-034C






























http://theanimaladventurepark.com/
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